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three   major   divisions.     In    E
Africa ' the   Nilo-Hamitic   groups
includes   Masai,   Turkana,   Suk,
Nandi.   Farther north the Cushitic
group includes the languages of
Agau,     Beja,     Danakil,     Galla.
Sidama,  Somali.    In N.   Africa
Berber of the Mediterranean (e.g.
Kabyle) and Sahara (e.g. Tuareg,'
Zenaga) are its representatives.

As applied to peoples, the term
is vague; it is usually held to mean
peoples who are brown-skinned,
thin-lipped, narrow-nosed, orthog-
nathous, with delicate features and
slender physique.

Hamlet. Tragedy by Shake-
speare. The scene is laid at
Elsinore. Hamlet, prince of
Denmark, learns from his father's
ghost that the father was poisoned
by his brother, who has succeeded
to both his crown and his wife.
Deeply affected, almost to the
point of the madness which he
immediately feigns, Hamlet sets
himself to avenge his father after
exposing the murderer. The
interest of the play is centred upon
Hamlet's tortured mind and the
various ratiocinations which delay
his action. The de*nouemenb brings
the death not only of the usurping
king, but of the queen and most
of the other leading characters
of the play, including Hamlet
himself; Laertes, killed by Hamlet j
his father Polonius, the king^'s
counsellor; and the latter's
daughter Ophelia, who loses her
reason before drowning herself.

Its stock of varying and ex-
citing incidents, its store of
pregnant utterances and maxims,
which have found so permanent
a place in the language that many
people quote Hamlet habitually
without knowing it, its fairly
equal division into scenes of
tragedy and comedy, above all
the appeal of its leading character,
have made Hamlet the most
popular of all Shakespeare's plays.
The many famous actors who
have portrayed the part in recent
times include Irving, Forbes-
Robertson, Benson, Tree, Martin-
Harvey, Matheson Lang, John
Gielgud, and Donald Wolfit.
Forbes-Robertson appeared in a
silent film version, and Sir Laurence
Olivier played the same r61e in a
film made in 1947. Bernhardt,
Mounet-Sully, and Rossi are
among celebrated foreign players
who have appeared as Hamlet.
Robert Helpmann appeared in his
own ballet based on Hamlet in
1942 arid later essayed the part
as an actor.

Hamlet is based on an ancient
Icelandic saga of the Banish kings,

which found its way, in 1570,
from the Historia Da idea of Saxo
Grammaticus, 1514, into Belie-
forest's Histoires Tragiques. There
existed a previous play in Eng-
lish on the subject, probably by
Kyd. Shakespeare'splay was first
acted at The Globe, 1602, with
Burbage in the title-idle, and there
is a tradition that the pcet took
the part of the ghost. It was first
published in 1603. There were four
other quartos between 1604 and
1611. The existing text is collated
from the Second Quarto of 1604
and the 1623 folio. The play is in
five acts, contains 3,924 lines, of
which 1,208 are prose and 2,490
blank verse, with 81 pentametric
rhymes, and has found more
commentators than any other of
Shakespeare's plays.

Hamley, SIR EDWARD BRUCE
(1824-93). British soldier. Born
at Bodmin, April 27, 1824, and
educated at the R.M.A., Wool-
wich, he entered the artillery in
1843, and saw active service in the
Crimean War. In 1859 he was
appointed professor of military
history at the staff college, where
his lectures formed the basis of his
great work The Operations of War,
1866. During 1870-77 he was
commandant of the staff college,
an-i in 1880 he was knighted.
Mortified at what he considered
the lack of recognition of the part
he played at the battle of Tel-el-
Kebir, he issued a special report on
the operations. Public sympathy
was on his side, and he was made
a K.C.B., but no further official
employment was given him He
sat in parliament as Conservative
member for Birkenhead from
1885, and died Aug. 12. 1893.

Hamlin, HANNIBAL (1809-91).
An American statesman. Bora at
Paris Hill, Maine, Aug. 27, 1809,

he practised as a lawyer. During
1835-40 lie was connected with
the legislature of his state, of
which he was governor in 1857.
Member of congress 1843-47, he
took up a strong anti-slavery
attitude, and introduced the
Wilmot Proviso prohibiting slav-
erv in Mexican territory. He was
a "senator 1848-61 and 1869-81,
and in 1854 left the Democrats
owing to their attitude towards
slavery, and joined the new Re-
publican party, with the founda-
tion of which "he had much to do.
He was vice-president of the
U.S.A. 1861-65, and minister to
Spain 1881-83. Hamlin died at
Bangor, Maine. July 4, 1891.

FTfrmm r Town of W. Germany,
in N. Rhine-Westphalia, 19 m. N.E.
of Dortmund. Germany's chief rly.
and canal junction, it stands on
the Lippe at the E. end of Ruhr
industrial area, and was itself
an industrial centre, with iron-
works and wire, engineering, and
bridge-building plants. Its canal
port handled up to 400,000 tons a
year. The rly. marsh ailing yards at
Hamm, the greatest in the country,
were bombed 106 times by Allied
aircraft during the Second Great
War. In the neighbourhood are
coal mines and thermal baths,

Founded in 1226 and from 1417
a member of the Hanseatic League,
Hamm passed to Brandenburg
together with Julich and Cleves
in 1666. Its old fortifications
were demolished in 1763. Of the
old town, the Gothic church of S.
Paul (13th-14th centuries), S.
Agnes (16th century), and a town
hall (15th century) were remark-
able remnants. On April 3, 1946,
troops of the U.S. 9th Army
entered the town, which was
cleared of German troops on April
6. Pop. (est.) 60,000.

